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1
PANEL CONTROL APPARATUS AND
OPERATING METHOD THEREOF

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention generally relates to a panel control apparatus
and an operating method thereof, in particular, to a panel
control apparatus and an operating method that compression
methods are switched according to a state of a display frame.

2. Description of Related Art

Nowadays, for pursuing higher resolutions and clearer
images, the occupation of memory space of image data is
getting larger incidentally. Based on the business consider-
ation, general panel control apparatuses utilize image com-
pression techniques to reduce the memory space used by a
timing controller (T-CON), and the benefit to lower cost is
achieved. Therefore, the image compression techniques are
getting more important to the panel control apparatuses.

In the panel control apparatus, both an over driving (OD)
technique and a panel self refresh (PSR) technique utilize
different image compression techniques to achieve the
required functions thereof respectively. Wherein, the over
driving technique compresses a previous display data into the
memory, and then generates an over driving display data
according to the comparison between the previous display
data and a present display data. Thus, the panel control appa-
ratus can adjust a driving signal according to changes of
frames so as to accelerate the state transition of the liquid
crystal and improve the reaction time of the pixels. On the
other hand, the panel self refresh technique compresses the
display data into the memory while detecting that the display
frame is static. Thus, during the period that the frame is static,
the display data stored in the memory is displayed so as to
save power consumption.

Nevertheless, the both techniques described above are uti-
lized at different timing and with different mechanisms of
image compression. Therefore, it is an important topic for the
design of the panel control apparatus to solve how to integrate
the both techniques described above. In addition, following
the integration of both the techniques, the memory will be
increased, and will cause the volume and the manufacturing
cost of the panel control apparatus to be risen inevitably.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a panel
control apparatus, and further to switch between an over
driving technique and a panel self refresh technique selec-
tively according to a display frame, and utilize display data
under different compression techniques stored in the same
memory. Thus, the volume of the panel control apparatus
could be decreased.

The present invention is directed to an operation method of
a panel control apparatus, the method determines whether to
generate a refresh request signal according to a state of a
display frame to switch between different compression tech-
niques, and utilize the display data under different compres-
sion techniques stored in the same memory. Thus, the manu-
facturing cost of the panel control apparatus will be reduced.

The present invention is directed to a panel control appa-
ratus which includes a scalar and a timing controller. The
scalar transmits a present display data to compose a display
frame, and determines whether to generate a refresh request
signal according to a state of the display frame. The timing
controller includes a memory, an over driving unit, and a
panel self refresh unit. The over driving unit is electrically
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connected to the memory. When the refresh request signal is
not generated, the over driving unit converts the present dis-
play data into an over driving display data according to a
previous compression data from the memory. The panel self
refresh unit is electrically connected to the memory. When the
refresh request signal is generated, the panel self refresh unit
compresses the present display data into a refresh display
data, and stores the refresh display data into the memory.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
scalar determines whether the state of the display frame is
static. When the state of the display frame is static, the scalar
generates the refresh request signal. When the state of the
display frame is dynamic, the scalar stops generating the
refresh request signal.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
panel control apparatus further includes a switch unit. The
switch unit is electrically connected to the memory and the
over driving unit. Wherein, when the refresh request signal is
not generated, the switch unit transmits the over driving dis-
play data. When the refresh request signal is generated, the
switch unit transmits the refresh display data from the
memory.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
over driving unit includes an over driving enabler, an over
driving compressor, and an over driving generator. The over
driving enabler stops generating an over driving enabling
signal according to the refresh request signal. The over driv-
ing compressor reads the previous compression data from the
memory according to the over driving enabling signal. The
over driving generator looks up an over driving table accord-
ing to the previous compression data and the present display
data, and generates the over driving display data accordingly.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
panel selfrefresh unit includes a selfrefresh enabler and a self
refresh compressor. The self refresh enabler generates a
refresh enabling signal according to the refresh request sig-
nal. The self refresh compressor compresses the present dis-
play data into the refresh display data according to the refresh
enabling signal, and generates a refresh replying signal.
Wherein, the scalar stops transmitting the present display data
according to the refresh replying signal.

According to another scope, the present invention is
directed to an operation method of a panel control apparatus
including the following steps: transmit a present display data
to compose a display frame; determine whether to generate a
fresh request signal according to a state of the display frame;
when the refresh request signal is not generated, convert the
present display data into an over driving display data accord-
ing to a previous compression data from a memory of the
panel control apparatus; when the refresh request signal is
generated, compress the present display data into a refresh
display data, and store the refresh display data into the
memory.

Based on the description above, the panel control apparatus
and the operation method thereof according to the present
invention provide a method to switch to a different image
compression method according to the display frame, and
utilize the display data under the different compression tech-
niques stored in the same memory. Thus, the volume and the
manufacturing cost of the panel control apparatus will be
reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings are included to provide a
further understanding of the invention, and are incorporated
in and constitute a part of this specification. The drawings
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illustrate embodiments of the invention and, together with the
description, serve to explain the principles of the invention.
FIG. 1 shows a schematic diagram of a panel control appa-
ratus according to an embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 2 shows a flowchart of an operation method of the
panel control apparatus according to an embodiment of the
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

A panel control apparatus and an operation method thereof
according to the embodiments of the invention switch difter-
ent compression techniques correspondingly according to a
state of a display frame, and reduce memory space used by a
timing controller by sharing the same memory, and the benefit
to lower the cost is achieved. For better understanding of the
invention, the embodiments below are presented as examples
which can be surely implemented accordingly. Besides,
wherever possible, the same reference numbers, components,
or steps are used in the drawings and the description to refer
to the same or like parts.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic diagram of a panel control appa-
ratus according to an embodiment of the invention. Referring
to FIG. 1, a panel control apparatus 100 is used to control a
display panel 200, and includes a scalar 110 and a timing
controller 120. Wherein, the scalar 110 transmits a present
display data D_P to compose a display frame so as to allow
the display panel 200 to display the corresponding display
frame under the control of the panel control apparatus 100.
The scalar 110 determines whether to generate a refresh
request signal S_req according to a state of the display frame.

The timing controller 120 includes a memory 130, an over
driving unit 140, a panel self refresh unit 150, and a switch
unit 160. The over driving unit 140 is electrically connected to
the memory 130. Besides, when the refresh request signal
S_req is not generated, the over driving unit 140 converts the
present display data D_P into an over driving display data
D_OD according to a previous compression data D_CV. The
panel self refresh unit 150 is electrically connected to the
memory 130. In addition, when the refresh request signal
S_reqis generated, the panel self refresh unit 150 compresses
the present display data D_P into a refresh display data
D_PSR, and stores the refresh display data D_PSR into the
memory 130.

The switch unit 160 is electrically connected to the
memory 130 and the over driving unit 140. Wherein, when the
refresh request signal S_req is not generated, the switch unit
160 transmits the over driving display data D_OD so as to
allow the display panel 200 to display the corresponding
display frame according to the over driving display data
D_OD. Otherwise, when the refresh request signal S_req is
generated, the switch unit 160 transmits the refresh display
data D_PSR from the memory 130 so as to allow the display
panel 200 to display the corresponding display frame accord-
ing to the refresh display data D_PSR.

In other words, the scalar 110 performs motion detection to
the display frame displayed by the display panel 200 to deter-
mine whether the present display frame is correspondent with
the generation condition of the refresh request signal S_req.
And, the timing controller 120 decides the method of the over
driving or the panel selfrefresh (PSR) according to the refresh
request signal S_req to compress the present display data
D_P, and generates the corresponding over driving display
data D_OD or the refresh display data D_PSR.

Specifically, if the present display frame is not correspon-
dent with the generation condition of the refresh request
signal S_req (e.g. the state of the display frame is static), the
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scalar 110 will not generate the refresh request signal S_req.
In the mean time, the timing controller 120 will not receive
the refresh request signal S_req, and can not return a refresh
replying signal S_res. Since the timing controller 120 is
unable to return the refresh replying signal S_res, the scalar
110 will keep transmitting the present display data D_P to the
timing controller 120.

On the other hand, under the condition that the timing
controller 120 is unable to receive the refresh request signal
S_req, the over driving unit 140 is enabled and the panel self
refresh unit 150 is disabled. Thus, at this time, the over driving
unit 140 converts the present display data D_P into the over
driving display data D_OD according to the previous com-
pression data D_CV stored in the memory 130. Wherein, the
previous compression data D_CV is formed with the com-
pression of the corresponding display data of the previous
display frame. Meanwhile, the display panel 200 displays the
present display frame according to the over driving display
data D_OD. Moreover, at this time, the panel self refresh unit
150 stops operating.

On the contrary, when the present display frame is corre-
spondent with the generation condition of the refresh request
signal S_req (e.g. the display frame is dynamic), the scalar
110 generates the refresh request signal S_req. Meanwhile,
the timing controller 120 receives the refresh request signal
S_req, and returns the refresh replying signal S_res corre-
spondingly. Because the timing controller 120 returns the
refresh replying signal S_res, the scalar 110 stops transmit-
ting the present display data D_P to the timing controller 120.

On the other hand, under the condition that the timing
controller 120 receives the refresh request signal S_req, the
over driving unit 140 is disabled, and the panel self refresh
unit 150 is enabled. Thus, at this time, the panel self refresh
unit 150 compresses the present display data D_P into the
refresh display data D_PSR, and stores the refresh display
data D_PSR into the memory 130. In the mean time, the scalar
110 need not transmit the present display data D_P continu-
ously, and the display panel 200 still can display the present
display frame according to the refresh display data D_PSR
stored in the memory 130. Furthermore, at this time, the over
driving unit 140 stops operating.

Moreover, the over driving unit 140 includes an over driv-
ing enabler 142, an over driving compressor 144, and an over
driving generator 146. And, the panel self refresh unit 150
includes a self refresh enabler 152 and a self refresh compres-
sor 154. Besides, FIG. 2 shows a flowchart of an operation
method of the panel control apparatus according to an
embodiment of the invention. Please refer to both FIG. 1 and
FIG. 2 hereafter for further illustrating the panel control appa-
ratus.

The scalar 110 transmits the present display data D_P to
compose the display frame (step S200), and determines
whether to generate the refresh request signal S_req accord-
ing to the state of the display frame (step S202).

In the step S202 according to the embodiment, the scalar
110 determines whether the state of the display frame is static
(step S204) to regard as the basis of the generation of the
refresh request signal S_req. In other words, when the scalar
110 determines that the display frame is dynamic, the scalar
110 stops generating the refresh request signal S_req (step
S206). On the contrary, when the scalar 110 determines that
the display frame is static, the scalar 110 generates the refresh
request signal S_req (step S208).

When the refresh request signal S_req is not generated, as
shown in step S210, the over driving unit 140 converts the
present display data D_P into the over driving display data



US 9,105,244 B2

5

D_OD according to the previous compression data D_CV
from the memory 130 of the panel control apparatus 100.

In the step S210, i.e. in the procedure that the present
display data D_P is converted into the over driving display
dataD_OD, since the over driving enabler 142 can not receive
the refresh request signal S_req, the over driving enabler 142
generates the over driving enabling signal S_ode continu-
ously. At this time, the over driving compressor 144 reads the
previous compression data D_CV from the memory 130
according to the over driving enabling signal S_ode, and
transmits the previous compression data D_CV to the over
driving generator 146. The over driving generator 146 looks
up an over driving table according to the previous compres-
sion data D_CV and the present display data D_P. Wherein,
the establishment and the look-up method of the over driving
table may be the prior art in the area and will not be described
herein in detail.

In addition, as shown in step S212, the over driving com-
pressor 144 further compresses the present display data D_P
into the present compression data D_CP according to the over
driving enabling signal S_ode, and the present compressor
data D_CP is stored in the memory 130. Wherein, the present
compression data D_CP which the over driving compressor
144 compresses and stores into the memory 130 is the previ-
ous compression data D_CV of the next display frame.

Noteworthily, the sequence of the step S210 and the step
S212 is one implementation method according to the embodi-
ment. In an operation method of the panel control apparatus
100, the present display data D_P could be compressed into
the present compression data D_CP and stored in the memory
130 firstly (step S212). Then, the present display data D_CP
could be converted into the over driving display data D_OD
(step S210). But, the invention is not limited thereto.

Moreover, as shown in the step S214, because the switch
unit 160 dose not receive the refresh request signal S_req, the
switch unit 160 transmits the over driving display data D_OD
generated by the over driving generator 146 to the display
panel 200 so as to allow the display panel 200 to display the
present display frame according to the over driving display
data D_OD.

On the other hand, when the refresh request signal S_req is
generated, as shown in step S216, the panel self refresh unit
150 compresses the present display data D_P into the refresh
display data D_PSR, and stores the refresh display data
D_PSR into the memory 130.

In the step S216, i.e. in the procedure that the present
display data D_P is compressed into the refresh display data
D_PSR and the refresh display data D_PSR is stored into the
memory 130, because the selfrefresh enabler 152 receives the
refresh request signal S_req, the self refresh enabler 152
further generates a refresh enabling signal S_ena according to
the refresh request signal S_req, and transmits the refresh
enabling signal S_ena to the self refresh compressor 154.
Meanwhile, the self refresh compressor 154 compresses the
present display data D_P into the refresh display data D_PSR
according to the refresh enabling signal S_ena, and stores the
refresh display data D_PSR into the memory 130.

Besides, as shown in the step S218, the self refresh com-
pressor 154 further generates a refresh replying signal S_res,
and transmits the refresh replying signal S_res to the scalar
110 to allow the scalar 110 to stop transmitting the present
display data D_P to the timing controller 120 continuously. It
is noticeable herein that the sequence of the step S216 and the
step S218 is one implementation method according to the
embodiment, and it is not limited thereto.

Moreover, as shown in the step S220, because the switch
unit 160 receives the refresh request signal S_req, the switch
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6

unit 160 transmits the refresh display data D_PSR from the
memory 130 to the display panel 200 so as to allow the display
panel 200 to display the present display frame according to
the refresh display data D_PSR.

For example, under the condition that the display frame is
continuously dynamic, the scalar 110 does not generate the
refresh request signal S_req, and transmits the present display
signal D_P to the timing controller 120. In the meantime, the
timing controller 120 further compresses the present display
signal D_P and looks up the over driving table to generate the
over driving display data D_OD according to the over driving
procedure progressed by the over driving unit 140. Thus, the
display panel 200 displays the display frame according to the
over driving display data D_OD. However, once the display
frame becomes static, the scalar 110 will generate the refresh
request signal S_req. In the meantime, the timing controller
120 is switched to a panel self refresh mode, that is, the timing
controller 120 drives the display panel 200 according to the
refresh display data D_PSR stored in the memory 130.

In summary, the panel control apparatus according to the
embodiment of the invention utilizes the operation method
and the construction that the over driving unit and the panel
self refresh unit share the same memory to reduce the volume
and the manufacturing cost of the panel control apparatus.
Wherein, when the display frame is a dynamic frame, the
display panel displays the display frame according to the over
driving display data generated by the over driving unit. On the
contrary, when the display frame is static, the timing control-
ler reads the refresh display data from the memory, and the
display panel displays the display frame according to the
refresh display data.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the structure of
the invention without departing from the scope or spirit of the
invention. In view of the foregoing, it is intended that the
invention cover modifications and variations of this invention
provided they fall within the scope of the following claims
and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A panel control apparatus, comprising:

a scalar, transmitting a present display data to compose a
display frame, wherein the scalar determines whether a
state of the display frame is static, when the state of the
display frame is static, the scalar generates a refresh
request signal, and when the state of the display frame is
dynamic, the scalar stops generating the refresh request
signal; and

a timing controller, comprising:

a memory;

an over driving unit, electrically connected to the memory,
and only when the scalar stops generating the refresh
request signal, the over driving unit converts the present
display data into an over driving display data according
to a previous compression data from the memory;

a panel self refresh unit, wherein only when the scalar
generates the refresh request signal, the panel self
refresh unit compresses the present display data into a
refresh display data, and stores the refresh display data
into the memory, and the panel self refresh unit com-
prises:

a self refresh enabler, electrically connected to the scalar,
wherein the self refresh enabler generates a refresh
enabling signal according to the refresh request signal
when the scalar generates the refresh request signal, and
the self refresh enabler stops generating the refresh
enabling signal when the scalar stops generating the
refresh request signal; and
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a self refresh compressor, electrically connected to the
memory and compressing the present display data into
the refresh display data according to the refresh enabling
signal, and generating a refresh replying signal accord-
ing to the refresh enabling signal, wherein the scalar
stops transmitting the present display data according to
the refresh replying signal; and

a switch unit, electrically connected to the memory and the
over driving unit, wherein when the scalar stops gener-
ating the refresh request signal, the switch unit transmits
the over driving display data from the over driving unit,
and when the scalar generates the refresh request signal,
the switch unit transmits the refresh display data from
the memory according to the refresh request signal.

2. The panel control apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein only when the refresh request signal is generated, the
panel self refresh unit generates a refresh replying signal to
cause the scalar to stop transmitting the present display data.

3. The panel control apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the over driving unit comprises:
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an over driving enabler, wherein the over driving enabler
generates an over driving enabling signal when the
refresh request signal is not generated, and the over
driving enabler stops generating the over driving
enabling signal when the refresh request signal is gen-
erated;

an over driving compressor, reading the previous compres-

sion data from the memory according to the over driving
enabling signal; and

an over driving generator, looking up an over driving table

according to the previous compression data and the
present display data, and generating the over driving
display data accordingly.

4. The panel control apparatus as claimed in claim 3,
wherein the over driving compressor further compresses the
present display data into a present compression data accord-
ing to the over driving enabling signal, and stores the present
compression data into the memory.
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